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Government of Solomon Islands 

 

 

 

 

Memorandum of Understanding 
 

 

This Memorandum of Understanding is made between the University of the South Pacific 

(henceforth “USP”) and the Government of Solomon Islands (henceforth “SIG”). 

 

WHEREAS tertiary education and professional human resource development are top 

priorities for the SIG; and  

 

WHEREAS both the SIG and USP are fully committed to providing quality post-secondary 

education to citizens and residents of Solomon Islands, and to conducting research relevant to 

the needs of the government and people of Solomon Islands; and 

 

WHEREAS both parties recognise that the current facilities of USP in Solomon Islands are 

too small and not suitable to allow for proper expansion of USP’s educational activities in the 

country; and 

 

WHEREAS both parties have already signed a Letter of Intent agreeing to enter into a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to establish a new USP Campus in Solomon Islands; 

 

The two parties therefore agree as follows: 

 

(1) The SIG will deed to, or make available for long-term lease by, USP a portion of land 

from the Solomon Islands College of Higher Education (SICHE) Panatina Campus for the 

construction of a new USP Campus facility. 

 

(2) A  Project Steering Committee[PSC) will be established, with representation by both SIG 

and USP, with responsibility for approving the overall design of all facilities, overseeing 

the disbursement of funds, making project management decisions as per terms to be 

agreed upon and monitoring of the progress against expected outputs in the different 

phases. The PSC will also develop a transitional plan in consideration of the need of the 

Commonwealth Youth Program (CYP), SICHE staff housing, and the Red Cross 

Disabilities Centre (RCDC) 

 

(3) The SIG will contribute a total of SBD $70,172,480 million Solomon Island Dollars over 

a period of 3 years with initial support of SBD5 million starting in 2008, for the 

construction of the new facilities, including site works (roads, parking areas and utilities), 

and for provision of furnishings, equipment, electrical and IT cabling and the like. USP 

will support donor coordination as necessary. If additional funding is needed, SIG and 

USP will work together to identify and secure the additional required funds. 
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(4) SIG and USP will collaborate on the development and details of the design, and work 

plan for the different phases, the scheduling of construction of the various facilities and 

the responsible human resources. The schedule for the preparation phase and the work 

plan are attached. 

 

(5) SIG selects desired courses and specifies requirements for first phase of the USP-

expansion 

 

(6) USP Planning and Finance complete a feasibility study / business plan for the campus 

working with SIG  

 

(7) Once this preparatory work is finalised and the work plan is approved a Subsidiary 

Agreement to this Memorandum will be negotiated covering a detailed budget. 

 

(8) USP will consider and finalise the costs for  the maintenance of facilities and all 

operations per Council-approved financial procedures and agreements.  

 

(9) USP will cost out the relocation expenses from the current facility. 

 

(10) USP to evaluate and put together details on the handing over its old USP site and 

facilities to the SIG on terms agreed by both parties. 

 

(11) SIG and USP will collaborate on issues relating to the use of the facilities available for 

ongoing capacity building, training and community education activities purposes within 

the Sector Wide Programme of the MEHRD (National Education Action Plan, 2007-2009 

and Education Strategic Framework, 2007-2015) so long as the core tertiary activities are 

not disrupted.   

 

(12) SIG and USP will collaborate on issues relating to the provision and use of USP-

programmes or courses identified and selected by SIG and for offer at the new Campus, 

particularly those for preliminary and foundation courses for USP, and in the areas of 

teachers in training, pre-service teacher training, management, public service and others 

that are deemed necessary in the short, medium and longer term; these to be effected 

immediately where possible.   

 

(13) SIG and USP commits to close coordination with SICHE (and CYP, RCDC) and, where 

feasible, to articulate course programs.  

 

(14) SIG will ensure that USP has unrestricted access to its USPNet satellite network to 

conduct educational and management activities. 

 

(15) SIG and USP commit to keeping to plans and timelines of the development of the USP 

Campus, Solomon Islands. 

 

Made this               day of                     , 2008. 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Dr Esther Batiri Williams 

Acting Vice Chancellor  

For the University of the South Pacific 

 

Hon. Job Dudley Tausinga 

Minister for Education and Human 

Resources Development 

For the Government of Solomon Islands 
 


